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Abstract

A good abstract explains in one line why the paper is important. It then goes on
to include the overall purpose of the study, the research problem(s),
investigated, the basic design of the study and major findings (summary of your
major results, and final, brief summary of your interpretations and conclusions.
A good abstract is concise, readable, and quantitative.

Length should be ~ one paragraphs, approx. 500 words.

Abstract generally do not have citations.

Information in title should not be repeated.

Be explicit.

Use numbers where appropriate.

Answers to these questions should be found in the abstract:

What did you do?

Why did you do 1t? What question were you trying to answer?

How did you do 1t? State methods.

What did you learn? State major results.

R e b e

Why does it matter? Point out at least one significant implication.
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1.1
1.2
1.3

hapter 1: Introduction

Background and aims
Other important information

Thesis structure

Be sure to include a hook at the beginning of the introduction. This is a statement of
something sufficiently interesting to motivate your reader to read the rest of the thesis.

The next paragraphs in the introduction should cite previous research in this area. It
should cite those who had the idea or ideas first, and should also cite those who have
done the most recent and relevant work. You should then go on to explain why more
work was necessary (your work, of course.)

‘What else belongs in the introductory section(s) of your thesis?

i

A statement of the goal of the paper: why the study was undertaken, or why the
thesis was written. Do not repeat the abstract.

. Sufficient background information to allow the reader to understand the context

and significance of the question you are trying to address.

Proper acknowledgement of the previous work on which you are building.
Sufficient references such that a reader could, by going to the library, achieve a
sophisticated understanding of the context and significance of the question.
The introduction should be focused on the thesis question(s). All cited work
should be directly relevent to the goals of the thesis. This is not a place to
summarize everything you have ever read on a subject.

Explain the scope of your work, what will and will not be included.

Is it obvious where introductory material ("old stuff") ends and your
contribution ("new stuff") begins?

Remember that this is not a review paper. We are looking for original work and
interpretation/analysis by you. Break up the introduction section mto logical segments
by using subheads.
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Chapter 2: Literature review

2.1 Introduction

Introduction to the literature review as a whole
22 Next section

Quick introduction to contents of section

2.2.1 Sub-section

2.2.1.1 Maybe another sub-section

But don’t get too deep into subsequent sections. Think carefully about how far into sub-
sections you need to go.

Before moving onto the next section, give a quick review and a teaser of what’s to come.
Think of this as a form of navigation for the reader.

2.3 Another section

Introduce each new section to the reader, then use more sub-sections as required.

2.3.1 Possible sections or sub-sections




